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1. AIMS AND SCOPE
Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine was founded in 1991, formerly known as Chinese Journal of Laboratory Animal, and was renamed as the current title in 2003. It is open access, peer-review publishing journal. The objective of Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine is to build an international academic exchange platform for scientists in the fields of Biology, Veterinary Medicine, Bioengineering, Medicine, Pharmacy, Biomedical Engineering. Topics explored by Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine include new animal models of human disease, laboratory animal medicine, basic biologic mechanisms related to disease, laboratory animal welfare, and laboratory animal biotechnology. The journal is supervised by China Association for Science and Technology and supported by Chinese Association for Laboratory Animal Sciences and Institute of Laboratory Animal Science, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences & Peking Union Medical College.
Editor-in-Chief: Qin Chuan

Frequency: Monthly

ISSN 1671-7856, CN 11-4822/R 

2. MANUSCRIPT CATEGORIES AND REQUIREMENTS

Editorials [Only by invitation of the editors]
Word Limit: 1,500 words maximum.
Abstract: no abstract required for this manuscript type.
References: 5 maximum.
Description: Proposals for Editorials may be submitted; however, in this case authors should only send an outline of the proposed paper for initial consideration.

Reviews
Word limit: 6,000 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 500 words maximum.
References: About 60.
Figures/tables: minimum of 1 table or figure.
Description: Reviews are comprehensive analyses of specific topics.
Original Research Articles
Word limit: 6,000 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 500 words maximum. 
References: up to 60.
Figures/ tables: no limit, but 8 figures should be sufficient.
Description: Full-length reports of current research in any of the fields covered by the title Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine, interpreted in the broadest sense.
Short Communications
Word limit: 3,000 words including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words.
References: Up to 35.
Figures/tables: Up to 4 in total.
Description: New findings that will substantially and immediately affect research. The words “Short Communication” must appear at the top left corner of the title page. Arrange text as in Original Articles.
Technical Notes
Word limit: 1,500 words including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words, unstructured.
References: Up to 35.
Figures/tables: Up to 4 in total.
Description: Technical notes should present a new experimental or improved method, test or procedure. The method described may either be completely new, or may offer a better version of an existing method. The article must describe a demonstrable advance on what is currently available. The method needs to have been well tested and ideally, but not necessarily, used in a way that proves its value.
Laboratory Animal Welfare and Ethics
Word limit: 1,500 words including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words.
References: Up to 35.
Figures/tables: Up to 4 in total.
Description: The article should focus on laboratory animal welfare and ethics, one of the key topics in the field of laboratory animal science.
Guidelines and Consensus
Word limit: 3,000 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words maximum
References: 20 maximum.
Description: Reviews are invited on a particular topic in the field of laboratory animal science, such as education, management, law, standards, facilities, applications, and an editor is appointed to oversee the peer review process. Original data may be included, but if so, sufficient detail on methods must be provided so that proper peer review can be accomplished. Further instructions are provided upon invitation. 
Meeting Reports
Word limit: 3,000 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words maximum, with subheadings.
References: no limit.
Figures/ tables: no limit, but 8 figures should be sufficient.
Description: Brief reports of symposia and conferences in the field of laboratory animal sciences and basic medical sciences. Reports must be submitted within 2 months of the meeting date in order to maintain their timeliness. Only those Meeting Reports dealing with topics of interest to the readership and that contain novel information and insights from the meeting are accepted for publication. A Meeting Report should be a thoughtful, critical commentary which shows an appreciation of the connections among the various presentations and reveals the consensus, if any, which emerged at the meeting. Before submitting a Meeting Report for consideration, potential authors must send a letter to the Editor-in-Chief inquiring whether the topic meets the criteria for consideration. Letters of inquiry should be sent to the Publications Office (E-mail: amem@cnilas.org).

Commentaries [Only by invitation of the editors]
Word limit: 1,500 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references.
Title: 20 words maximum.
References: 20 maximum, including the article discussed.
Figures/tables: 2 maximum.
Description: Commentaries discuss a paper published in a specific issue and should set the problems addressed by the paper in the wider context of the field.

Research Highlights
Word limit: 1,500 words maximum including an abstract but excluding references, tables and figures.
Abstract: 250 words maximum
References: 20 maximum.
Figures/ tables: 2 maximum.
Description: Research highlights should focus on interesting research articles recently published in prestigious journals and provide a balanced opinion of the paper or explain the implications and put them into context.

3. PREPARING YOUR SUBMISSION
Structure of the Manuscript
The length of manuscripts must adhere to the specifications under the section Manuscript Categories.

Manuscripts should be presented in the following order: (i) title page, (ii) abstract and key words, (iii) text, (iv) acknowledgments, (v) references, (vi) figure legends, (vii) tables (each table complete with title and footnotes) and (viii) figures. Footnotes to the text are not allowed and any such material should be incorporated into the text as parenthetical matter.

TITLE PAGE
The title page should contain (i) the title of the paper, (ii) the full names of the authors, (iii) the addresses of the institutions at which the work was carried out, (iv) the full postal and email address, plus facsimile and telephone numbers, of the author to whom correspondence about the manuscript should be sent. The present address of any author, if different from that where the work was carried out, should be supplied in a footnote. In keeping with the latest guidelines of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors, each author's contribution to the paper is to be quantified.

Article titles The title should be short, informative and contain the major key words. Concise titles are easier to read than long, convoluted ones. Titles that are too short may, however, lack important information, such as study design. Authors should include all information in the title that will make electronic retrieval of the article both sensitive and specific. Do not use abbreviations in the title. Exceptions are common terms (example: DNA), units of measure (examples: g, cm), and chemical or mathematical formulas.
ABSTRACT AND KEYWORDS
The length of abstracts must adhere to the word count specifications under the section Manuscript Categories. The abstract should state the main problem (Objective), methods, results, and conclusions. It must be factual and comprehensive. The use of abbreviations and acronyms should be limited and general statements (e.g. ‘‘the significance of the results is discussed’’) should be avoided.

Four to six key words should be supplied below the abstract, in alphabetical order, and should be taken from those recommended by the US National Library of Medicine’s Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) browser list at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html.

TEXT
Authors must use the following subheadings to divide the sections of their Original Article manuscript: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgment, References.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This should include sources of support, including financial and material support. Contributions from individuals who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed, with permission from the contributor, in an Acknowledgments section.

Conflict of Interest Statement
Authors will be asked to provide a conflict of interest statement during the submission process. See ‘Conflict of Interest’ section in Editorial Policies and Ethical Considerations for details on what to include in this section. Authors should ensure they liaise with all co-authors to confirm agreement with the final statement.

References
All references should be numbered consecutively in order of appearance and should be as complete as possible. In-text citations should cite references in consecutive order using Arabic superscript numerals. Names of journals should be abbreviated in the style used in Index Medicus. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the references.  Sample references follow:

Journal article
Dong Y, Mu Y, Xie Y, et al. Structural basis of ubiquitin modification by the Legionella effector SdeA [J]. Nature, 2018, 557(7707):674-678.
Otto T, Sicinski P. Cell cycle proteins as promising targets in cancer therapy [J]. Nat Rev Cancer, 2017, 17(2): 93-115.
Book Chapter
Guyton JL, Crockarell JR. Fractures of acetabulum and pelvis. In: Canale ST, ed. Campbell's Operative Orthopaedics. 10th ed. Philadelphia, PA: Mosby, Inc; 2003:2939-2984.

Electronic Book
Rudolph CD, Rudolph AM. Rudolph's Pediatrics. 21st ed. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Companies; 2002. http://online.statref.com/Document/Document.aspx?DocID=1&StartDoc=1&EndDoc=1882&FxID=13&offset=7&SessionId=A3F279FQVVFXFSXQ . Accessed August 22, 2007.

Internet Document
American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures 2003. http://www.cancer.org/downloads/STT/CAFF2003PWSecured.pdf. Accessed March 3, 2003

TABLES
Tables should be self-contained and complement, but not duplicate, information contained in the text. Number tables consecutively in the text in Arabic numerals. The tables with legends should be followed the corresponding text. Legends should be concise but comprehensive – the table, legend and footnotes must be understandable without reference to the text. Vertical lines should not be used to separate columns. Column headings should be brief, with units of measurement in parentheses; all abbreviations must be defined in footnotes. Footnote symbols: †, ‡, §, ¶, should be used (in that order) and *, **, *** should be reserved for P-values. Statistical measures such as SD or SEM should be identified in the headings. If tables have been reproduced from another source, a letter from the copyright holder (usually the Publisher), stating authorization to reproduce the material, must be attached to the covering letter.

FIGURES
All illustrations (line drawings and photographs) are classified as figures. Figures should be cited in consecutive order in the text. Magnifications should be indicated using a scale bar on the illustration. The figures with legends should be followed the corresponding text. If figures have been reproduced from another source, a letter from the copyright holder (usually the Publisher), stating authorization to reproduce the material, must be attached to the covering letter.

Resolution Figures must be supplied as high resolution files saved as .eps or .tif. Halftone figures 300 dpi (dots per inch), color figures 300 dpi saved as CMYK, figures containing text 400 dpi, line figures 1,000 dpi.

Line figures Must be sharp, black and white graphs or diagrams, drawn professionally or with a computer graphics package.

Text sizing in figures Lettering must be included and should be sized to be no larger than the journal text or 8 point (Should be readable after reduction – avoid large type or thick lines). Line width between 0.5 and 1 point.

Figure legends Legends should be concise but comprehensive – the figure and its legend must be understandable without reference to the text. Include definitions of any symbols used and define/explain all abbreviations and units of measurement.

EQUATIONS
Equations should be numbered sequentially with Arabic numerals; these should be ranged right in parentheses. All variables should appear in italics. Use the simplest possible form for all mathematical symbols.

Style of the Manuscript
Manuscripts must follow the style of the Vancouver agreement detailed in the ICMJE’ revised ‘Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals: Writing and Editing for Biomedical Publication’, as presented at: http://www.ICMJE.org/.

Author name Each author’s given name should be followed by family name.

Capitalize each letter of the Family name. A hyphen could be used in the Family name according to the rule in the Author’s region

For a given name, capitalize the first letter of those words/syllables that should be used in initials, otherwise, DO NOT capitalize the first letter and use a hyphen to connect it with its anterior word.

Spelling The journal uses US spelling and authors should therefore follow the latest edition of the Merriam–Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.

Units All measurements must be given in SI or SI-derived units. For more information about SI units, please go to the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM) website at: http://www.bipm.fr

Trade names Drugs should be referred to by their generic names. If proprietary drugs have been used in the study, refer to these by their generic name, mentioning the proprietary name, and the name and location of the manufacturer, in parentheses.

Submission of Manuscripts
Manuscripts must be submitted online at: http://zgsydw.cnjournals.com/zgbjyxzz/ch/index.aspx
Authors must supply an email address as all correspondence will be by email.

Word 2007
Authors must note that Word 2007 is not yet compatible with journal production systems. Unfortunately, the journal cannot accept Microsoft Word 2007 documents until such time as a stable production version is released. Please use Word's 'Save As' option therefore to save your document as an older (.doc) file type.  
General
All articles submitted to the journal must comply with these instructions. Failure to do so will result in return of the manuscript and possible delay in publication.

· Submissions must be double-spaced.

· All margins should be at least 30 mm.

· All pages should be numbered consecutively in the top right-hand corner, beginning with the title page.

· Do not use Enter at the end of lines within a paragraph.

· Turn the hyphenation option off; include only those hyphens that are essential to the meaning.

· Specify any special characters used to represent non-keyboard characters.

· Take care not to use l (ell) for 1 (one), O (capital o) for 0 (zero) or ß (German esszett) for β (Greek beta).

· Use a tab, not spaces, to separate data points in tables. If you use a table editor function, ensure that each data point is contained within a unique cell (i.e. do not use carriage returns within cells).

Cover Letter
Papers are accepted for publication in the journal on the understanding that the content has not been published or submitted for publication elsewhere except as a brief abstract in the proceedings of a scientific meeting or symposium. This must be stated in the cover letter.

The cover letter must also contain an acknowledgment that all authors have contributed significantly, and that all authors are in agreement with the content of the manuscript. In keeping with the latest guidelines of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors, each author’s contribution to the paper is to be quantified.

4. EDITORIAL POLICIES AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Review Process
After the manuscript is submitted, the repetition rate is checked. A manuscript may be returned to the authors without outside review if the Editors find it inappropriate for publication in the Journal. Then, the manuscript is assigned to the Responsible Editor. The Responsible Editor solicits reviewers. The reviewers' comments and the responsible editor's evaluation are transmitted to the author. Revisions are expected to be returned within two weeks of decision. 

Similarly, the Editors may expedite the review process for manuscripts felt to be of high priority in order to reach a rapid decision. 

Authors may provide the names, addresses and email addresses of up to three suitably qualified individuals of international standing who would be competent to referee the work, although the Editor will not be bound by any such nomination. Likewise, authors may advise of any individual who for any reason, such as potential conflict of interest, might be inappropriate to act as a referee, again without binding the Editor. 
The Editor-in-Chief’s decision is final. If, however, authors dispute a decision and can document good reasons why a manuscript should be reconsidered, a rebuttal process exists. In the first place, authors should write to the Editor-in-Chief.

All journals Manuscripts should be written so that they are intelligible to the professional reader who is not a specialist in the particular field. They should be written in a clear, concise, direct style. Where contributions are judged as acceptable for publication, the Editor and the Publisher reserve the right to modify manuscripts to eliminate ambiguity and repetition and improve communication between author and reader. If extensive alterations are required, the manuscript will be returned to the author for revision.

Animal Studies
A statement indicating that the protocol and procedures employed were ethically reviewed and approved, as well as the name of the body giving approval and the IACUC number, must be included in the Methods section of the manuscript. Authors are encouraged to adhere to animal research reporting standards, for example the ARRIVE reporting guidelines for reporting study design and statistical analysis; experimental procedures; experimental animals and housing and husbandry. Authors should also state whether experiments were performed in accordance with relevant institutional and national guidelines for the care and use of laboratory animals:
• Chinese authors should conform to GB/T 35892-2018
• US authors should cite compliance with the US National Research Council's Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, the US Public Health Service's Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, and Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.
• UK authors should conform to UK legislation under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 Amendment Regulations (SI 2012/3039).
• European authors outside the UK should conform to Directive 2010/63/EU
We ask all authors to carefully consider the ethical use of animals in their research.

5. AUTHOR LICENSING
Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine is an Open Access journal: authors of accepted papers pay an Article Publication Charge, and their papers are published under a Copyright Assignment. With Copyright Assignment, the editorial office retains copyright and is allowed to reuse the content. 

6. PUBLICATION PROCESS AFTER ACCEPTANCE
Proofs
It is essential that corresponding authors supply an email address to which correspondence can be emailed while their article is in production. Notification of the URL from where to download a Portable Document Format (PDF) typeset page proof, associated forms and further instructions will be sent by email to the corresponding author. The purpose of the PDF proof is a final check of the layout, and of tables and figures. Alterations other than the essential correction of errors are unacceptable at PDF proof stage. The proof should be checked, and approval to publish the article should be emailed to the editorial office by the date indicated, otherwise, it may be signed off by the Editor or held over to the next issue. Acrobat Reader will be required in order to read the PDF. This software can be downloaded (free of charge) from the following Web site: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html This will enable the file to be opened, read on screen, and printed out in order for any corrections to be added. Further instructions will be sent with the proof.

Early View
Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine offers Early View service for selected articles. Early View articles are complete full-text articles published online in advance of their publication in a printed issue. Articles are therefore available as soon as they are ready, rather than having to wait for the next scheduled print issue. Early View articles are complete and final. They have been fully reviewed, revised and edited for publication, and the authors’ final corrections have been incorporated. Because they are in final form, no changes can be made after online publication. The nature of Early View articles means that they do not yet have page numbers, so Early View articles cannot be cited in the traditional way. They are therefore given a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), which allows the article to be cited and tracked before it is allocated to an issue. After print publication, the DOI remains valid and can continue to be used to cite and access the article. More information about DOIs can be found at http://www.doi.org/faq.html
7. EDITORIAL OFFICE ADDRESS
Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine
Editorial Office of  Chinese Journal of Comparative Medicine 
5 Panjiayuan Nanli, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100021, China
Email: bjb2@cnilas.org
Tel: +86-10-67779337
